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latest acquisition, but for Chitral, was annexed to
the Empire.

To Lord Elgin, in whose Viceroyalty occurred
the most serious and widespread tribal frontier war
with which we have had to deal, succeeded Lord
Curzon, of whose Viceroyalty perhaps the policy
pursued on the Western and North-Western
Frontier of India is the most prominent feature. It
is now admitted that there is little doubt that the
delimitation of the spheres of British and Afghan
influence under the Durand Convention led the
tribesmen to suspect that their independence was
threatened, and so contributed to the almost general
tribal rising, the operations dealing with which are
commonly known as the Tirah Campaign.

Our own responsibilities were largely in-
creased by the Durand Convention, for when once
interference with tribes beyond our own adminis-
trative frontier is recognised as a responsibility,
there is no definite limit to which such responsibility
may not extend.

The peace and prosperity of our Empire in India
are affected by the action of the tribes between
it and Afghanistan, and also by the action of
Afghanistan, and of Persia still further to the west.
Indeed our sphere of influence extends beyond
Persia itself, well into Turkish Arabia. It is true
that at this time the Anglo-Russian Convention
had not been concluded, that admirable agreefnent